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Speaker Evans:  "The House shall be in order. Members should be in 

the chairs. We shall be led in prayer today by Representative 

Grasse. Members and guests are asked to refrain from starting 

their laptops, turn off all cellphones… prayer." 

Grasse:  "Good morning. I'm grateful to be gathered again with 

everyone here today. So, in this first week back in session, 

we return to this chamber with a renewed sense of purpose and 

with the opportunity to begin again. So, let us pause and 

remember we are not here for ourselves, not for our titles, 

and not for the power of this place but for the people who 

placed their trust in us. The Reverend Dr. Martin Luther King, 

Jr. reminded us that leadership is not about authority but 

about service, that anyone can be great, and not through power 

or position but through service. May that enduring truth guide 

us throughout this session. So, as we begin, let us remember 

those who are not in this room with us but those whose lives 

are shaped by what happens here, working families stretching 

every dollar; children just starting to imagine their 

futures; seniors living on fixed incomes; and our many 

neighbors who are seeking health care, safety, opportunity, 

and dignity. They are the reason this work matters for all of 

us. And the true measure of our service will not be found in 

headlines or speeches but in whether all of our people feel 

more secure, more supported, and more hopeful because of what 

we do here together. Dr. King taught us that injustice 

anywhere threatens justice everywhere, that what we do for 

one of us affects all of us. When we choose fairness over 

fear, cooperation over division, and courage over comfort, we 

move closer to the beloved community he envisioned. One that 
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is rooted in dignity, accountability, and respect for every 

person. So, may we govern here with integrity, listen with 

open hearts, and debate with honesty. And may we use this 

moment and this power to bend our shared future toward 

justice. Let it be so. Amen." 

Speaker Evans:  "Members and guests are asked to refrain from 

starting laptops, turn off all cellphones, and we'll be led 

in the Pledge of Allegiance today by Representative La Ha. 

Members and guests are asked to refrain from starting their 

laptops, turn off all cellphones, and rise for the invocation 

and Pledge of Allegiance." 

La Ha et - al:  "I pledge allegiance to the flag of the United 

States of America and to the republic for which it stands, 

one nation under God, indivisible, with liberty and justice 

for all." 

Speaker Evans:  "Roll Call for Attendance. Leader Morgan is 

recognized to report any excused absences on the Democratic 

side of the aisle." 

Morgan:  "Thank you, Mr. Speaker. Let the record show that 

Representative Cassidy, Jones, Stava, Syed are excused 

today." 

Speaker Evans:  "Leader Keicher is recognized to report any excused 

absence on the Republican side of the aisle." 

Keicher:  "Thank you, Speaker. Please let the record reflect that 

Representatives Rosenthal and Weaver are excused for the 

day." 

Speaker Evans:  "Have all recorded themselves who wish? Mr. Clerk, 

please take the record. There being 110 Members answering the 
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roll call, a quorum is present. Representative Spain, for 

what reason do you seek recognition?" 

Spain:  "Thank you, Mr. Speaker. A point of personal privilege." 

Speaker Evans:  "Please speak your point." 

Spain:  "Ladies and gentlemen of the House, if I could have your 

attention. I have some very special guests joining us here in 

the gallery. If, behind me, my friends from Princeton 

representing Flags of Freedom could please rise. We have Rod 

Johnson, Bill Polish, and Brad Odor. They are here in the 

gallery right behind me. And I wanted to just take a moment 

and congratulate them and inform all of us about something 

really special that they do for the state of Illinois on 

behalf of our veterans and our military service members. It's 

a program called Flags of Freedom. And if you're traveling 

down Interstate 80 and you come to the community of Princeton 

in my district, you will notice something incredible: four of 

the biggest American flags that you will ever see flying at 

that intersection of Interstate 80. Just to show you how big 

these flags are and what they do, this is the star of one of 

those flags that measures 30 by 60. Each… each star on these 

American flags are 12 inches tall. And so, this organization 

raises private funds to the tune of more than $300,000 to 

keep these flags flying all throughout the year. Each flag, 

a flag that is this big, costs about $2,000, and they are the 

best-looking flags, never tattered, always displayed with 

honor. And it's something that is a source of pride for our 

community in Princeton, but for all of us, for the state of 

Illinois. So, please join me in welcoming them to Springfield 

and celebrating the 20th anniversary of the Flags of Freedom." 
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Speaker Evans:  "Leader Windhorst, for what reason do you seek 

recognition?" 

Windhorst:  "Thank you, Mr. Speaker. Point of personal privilege." 

Speaker Evans:  "Please speak your point." 

Windhorst:  "Thank you. Today is Home of Superman Recognition Day 

in the city of Metropolis. On January 21, 1972, National 

Periodical Publications agreed with the Metropolis Chamber of 

Commerce for Metropolis to become the home of Superman. Later, 

on June 9, the Illinois General Assembly adopted a resolution 

declaring Metropolis the official hometown of Superman. To 

celebrate, Metropolis residents are wearing their Superman 

shirts to work today and a proclamation was read at the 

Superman statue this morning at 10 a.m. Please join me in 

congratulating the city of Metropolis on this Home of Superman 

Recognition Day." 

Speaker Evans:  "Representative Halbrook, for what reason do you 

seek recognition?" 

Halbrook:  "Thank you, Mr. Speaker. A point of personal privilege, 

please." 

Speaker Evans:  "Please proceed." 

Halbrook:  "Thank you. Mr. Speaker and Members of the Illinois 

House, I rise today to honor the life and memory of a young 

woman who should still be with us, Katie Abraham. This week 

marks the anniversary of Katie's death. She was only 20 years 

old. She was a daughter, a friend, a bright light in her 

family's life, and someone whose future was full of promise. 

Her life was cut short in a violent, preventable tragedy when 

the car she was riding in stopped at a red light, was struck 

from behind at nearly 80 miles an hour by a drunk driver who 
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was in this country illegally and using an alias. First 

responders had to pry the vehicle open like a tuna can to 

reach Katie. Her family's world was shattered in an instant. 

There were no viral videos, no candlelight vigils, no 

politicians running to microphones to express outrage, but a 

life was lost and a life that mattered. Katie's father, Joe 

Abraham, has shown extraordinary courage in speaking out, not 

for attention, not for politics, but because he does not want 

any other family to experience the pain that his family lives 

every day. In recent weeks, the Department of Homeland 

Security announced Operation Midway Blitz honoring Katie 

Abraham, a recognition that her life mattered and that her 

death should never be forgotten. That operation carries her 

name because the story represents the real human cost of 

policy failure. Katie's death was not an accident of fate. It 

was a predictable result of systems that failed, systems that 

choose ideology over accountability and politics over public 

safety. Compassion without structure is not compassion, it's 

neglect. A system that invites people in but refuses to vet 

them, guide them, or hold them accountable does not uplift 

the vulnerable, it abandons them. It fails citizens, it fails 

immigrants, and in Katie's case, it took her life. Today is 

not about anger, it's about remembrance. It's about honoring 

a young woman whose life was stolen. It is about standing 

with a family who cares… carries a grief that never leaves. 

But remembrance also demands responsibility. Policies must be 

judged by outcomes, not intentions. When systems repeatedly 

produce preventable death, injury, or disorder, they are 

broken, and broken systems demand reform. We can enforce law 
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and be humane. We can be compassionate and responsible. We 

can protect communities while honoring the dignity of every 

life. Those goals are not in conflict, they are inseparable. 

To Katie's family, your daughter mattered, her life mattered, 

her story will not be forgetting… forgotten. And to this body, 

let us honor Katie not just with words but with courage to 

fix what is broken so that no more parents have to stand with 

Joe and his wife now stand with and no more names have to be 

added to a list that should have never existed. Katie Abraham 

should be alive today, and she is not. And the truth must 

move us. Not tomorrow, not someday, but now. May we remember 

her, may we honor her, and may we finally do better. Mr. 

Speaker, I request a moment of silence to reflect on Katie's 

life and the impact of this tragedy. Thank you." 

Speaker Evans:  "Members, please rise for a moment of silence. 

Thank you. Representative Swanson, what reason do you seek 

recognition?" 

Swanson:  "Thank you, Mr. Speaker. Point of personal privilege." 

Speaker Evans:  "Please speak your point." 

Swanson:  "Thank you, sir. I'd like to introduce my page for a day 

with me today. His name is Harrison Maly. He is a graduate of 

Grayslake North High School. He graduated in 2022. He's 

currently attending Carthage College in Kenosha, Wisconsin. 

He's a senior at Carthage. His major is political science, 

and his minor is business administration. His parents are 

Laura Nagel and Tom Maly. He… he's been helping me the last 

couple of weeks while he's on winter break from college. And 

his special interest, he's a member of the National Society 

of Leadership and Success at Carthage College. Harrison's 
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been a great help over the last couple of weeks, but he 

returns back to Carthage College here in a few days. So, I'd 

like to have everyone join with me as we welcome… welcome 

Harrison to our State Capitol. Thank you." 

Speaker Evans:  "Representative Guerrero-Cuellar, for what reason 

do you seek recognition?" 

Guerrero-Cuellar:  "Thank you, Speaker. A point of personal 

privilege." 

Speaker Evans:  "Please speak your point." 

Guerrero-Cuellar:  "I want to take this moment, my daughter is 

watching in Chicago. I want to wish Alexis a very happy 18th 

birthday. Many of you have been here to celebrate Alexis as 

she's come down and she looks at you as your extended GA tías 

and tíos. So, I want to say happy birthday and mom loves you 

very much." 

Speaker Evans:  "The Chair recognizes Leader Mah for the purpose 

of an announcement." 

Mah:  "Thank… thank you, Mr. Speaker. The Democrats would request 

a caucus meeting at 11:45 in Room 114." 

Speaker Evans:  "Leader Keicher is recognized." 

Keicher:  "Thank you, Speaker. Upon adjournment… or upon break, 

the Republicans would request a caucus in 118, please." 

Speaker Evans:  "Members, the Democrats will caucus in Room 114 at 

11:45 a.m. today. The Republicans will caucus in Room 118 

immediately after we recess. The House shall stand in recess 

to the call of the Chair." 

Speaker Morgan:  "Morgan in the Chair. Mr. Clerk." 

Clerk Hollman:  "Introduction of Resolutions. House Resolution 

620, offered by Representative Buckner; House Resolution 621, 
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offered by Representative Jiménez; House Resolution 622, 

offered by Representative Andrade; House Resolution 623, 

offered by Representative Ortíz; and House Resolution 624, 

offered by Representative Norma Hernandez, are referred to 

the Rules Committee." 

Speaker Morgan:  "Mr. Clerk, Rules Report." 

Clerk Hollman:  "Rules Report. Representative Gabel, Chairperson 

from the Committee on Rules reports the following committee 

action taken on January 21, 2026: recommends be adopted, 

referred to the Order of Resolutions is House Joint Resolution 

51, House Resolution 620, House Resolution 621, House 

Resolution 622, House Resolution 623, and House Resolution 

624." 

Speaker Morgan:  "Under the Order of Resolutions, we have House 

Joint Resolution 51, offered by Leader Gabel." 

Gabel:  "Thank you, Mr. Speaker. This is a simple resolution. It 

just allows the House and Senate to invite the governor to 

come and to do his budget address. I would appreciate an 'aye' 

vote." 

Speaker Morgan:  "Leader Windhorst." 

Windhorst:  "Thank you, Mr. Speaker. Will the sponsor yield?" 

Speaker Morgan:  "She indicates she will." 

Windhorst:  "Thank you. Leader Gabel, the resolution is silent as 

to what rules will govern the joint session. What rules will 

apply during the joint session?" 

Gabel:  "Let me… let me ask. House Rules? Please pull this bill 

from the record." 

Speaker Morgan:  "Under the Order of Resolutions, we have House 

Resolution 622, offered by Representative Andrade." 
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Andrade:  "Thank you, Mr. Speaker. Speaker, I rise today to present 

House… OK. Oh, there we are. Thank you, Mr. Speaker. Today, 

I present… present House Resolution 622, which addresses a 

trend that should alarm us all. For the last year, and for 

the last six months in particular, our communities across our 

country have witnessed an increasing amount of violence 

perpetrated by ICE agents, Border Patrol agents, and others 

under the direction of Homeland Security, Noem, and President 

Donald Trump. In September of 2025, Silverio Villegas 

González was shot and killed by ICE in one of our very own 

communities, Franklin Park. Weeks later in Chicago, Marimar 

Martinez was shot by masked agents while on her way to church. 

The world witnessed the shocking violence this month when 

Renee Nicole Good was murdered by ICE agents in Minnesota. 

Days later it happened again in Oregon. It's happened in 

Washington, D.C., in Phoenix, in Los Angeles, in Texas, and 

Maryland, and towns many of us couldn't even find on a map. 

This resolution is personal to me. I was born here, but I am 

the son of immigrants. My wife is a first-generation American 

citizen. My kids can't even see their maternal grandmother 

anymore, even though she is a legal permanent resident, 

because she has decided not to come back to the United States 

of America because she does not feel safe anymore in this 

country. She was held in Terminal 5 for hours, although she's 

even 75 years old and older. She had to sit there in just a 

chair through agony because they were just being who they 

are. In some cases, killed by ICE agents have been citizens. 

They've been legal residents leaving… living peacefully on 

legal visas. And, yes, some have been immigrants. But here's 
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the thing: Not a single victim was given the opportunity to 

prove their citizenship, prove their status as a law-abiding 

citizen, nor given a due process before they were shot. That's 

not justice, that's not America, and none of us should accept 

that it's right. Seemingly after each tragedy, Secretary Noem 

rushes to label the victim as a domestic terrorist, charges 

that often fall apart under even the most basic examination. 

And while these executions in the streets are the most 

alarming and public incidents, the Project On Government 

Oversight found that within the detention centers that the 

Trump administration refuses to open even to the most basic 

oversight. Thirty-two people died in ICE custody in 2025. So, 

I rise today not only as the son of immigrants and as a parent 

of children who could be profiled, I rise today as an American 

who will not stand down and watch this happen in my country. 

Every detention, every abuse, and every murder are the 

responsibility of Donald Trump and Kristi Noem. This 

resolution calls for an investigation into the deaths, 

violent acts, and cover-ups committed. And I demand that all 

agents, administrators, and political appointees involved be 

prosecuted. Most importantly, we call on Secretary Noem to 

immediately resign as secretary of Homeland Security. And if 

she refuse to resign, we urge for Congress for immediate 

impeachment. I respectfully ask for an 'aye' vote. Thank you, 

Mr. Speaker." 

Speaker Morgan:  "For further discussion, Leader Windhorst is 

recognized." 

Windhorst:  "Thank you, Mr. Speaker. To the resolution." 

Speaker Morgan:  "To the resolution." 
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Windhorst:  "What we have seen in this country over the last 

decade, before Donald Trump was elected in 2016 and then after 

President Biden was elected in 2020, was a failure to enforce 

the law. Immigration laws were not enforced, particularly 

during the time when Joe Biden was president. We saw thousands 

to potentially millions of people come across the border 

illegally. Many of these individuals committed crimes, 

violent crimes. The country responded to those issues in 2024 

with the election of Donald Trump. Donald Trump was very clear 

that he would be enforcing the law. Now, what has made it 

difficult in the situations that are being described in this 

resolution is the fact that we have states, Illinois being 

one, Minnesota being another, that are sanctuary states, 

where the local law enforcement is not working with federal 

law enforcement to make sure the laws are enforced in an 

orderly fashion. And because there is that… not that 

cooperation, it is causing chaos in many places. We are a 

nation of laws. We need our laws enforced, and we need law 

enforcement officers to enforce them. I do not think we should 

be passing resolutions condemning law enforcement or 

condemning elected officials until we take a close look at 

what we're doing in the state of Illinois with our laws, 

making it difficult for the federal laws to be enforced. So, 

I would request a 'no' vote on this resolution." 

Speaker Morgan:  "For further discussion, Leader Guzzardi is 

recognized." 

Guzzardi:  "Speaker, to the resolution." 

Speaker Morgan:  "To the resolution." 
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Guzzardi:  "I appreciate the sponsor for bringing this forward. 

The sponsor indicated that it's personal to him in… in a way 

that's different than the way that it's personal to me. But 

I'd like to speak first from a place of personal experience 

myself, which is to say that I live in and represent a 

community that… where… where we saw a tremendous amount of 

ICE activity, ICE enforcement, ICE detentions and kidnappings 

in our district. And if you haven't had the experience of 

taking your kid to the playground, your 2-year-old son to the 

playground, and him pointing up at the sky and saying 

'helicopter' as the helicopter flies back and forth over your 

park, knowing that it's exciting to your kid, but that to the 

rest of your neighbors, it's an instrument of terror, I would 

urge you… and I… I hear some of my colleagues scoffing at 

that word, but I want you to take it seriously because for my 

neighbors, they are terrified. Their kids aren't going to 

school. Their parents aren't going to work. And these aren't 

just undocumented individuals. And it's certainly not just 

people with criminal records. And to the leader's point from 

earlier, our law enforcement can cooperate with federal law 

enforcement when there's a criminal investigation, when 

there's a criminal warrant. But when it's indiscriminate 

terrorizing of our neighbors, which is what I saw on my 

streets, in my neighborhood, in my park, with my kid, our law 

enforcement won't participate in that. And that's not keeping 

our community safe. The leader mentioned that we're seeing 

chaos in our communities, and you're right, leader. But that 

chaos is being caused by the federal officials who are driving 

up and down our streets in unmarked vehicles with no 
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identification. They've taken the license plates off their 

cars. They jump out of those cars, and they grab my neighbors 

off my streets. That is terror. That is chaos. That is not 

law enforcement. That is the indiscriminate application of 

state violence to our neighbors, and it is tearing our 

communities apart at the seams. We're all worked up. We're 

all rightly incensed about what we see in the news in foreign 

countries, where foreign states and foreign dictators turn 

their armed officials loose on protesters, on peaceful 

protesters to commit indiscriminate acts of violence, to kill 

those protesters, to silence that dissent, to silence media 

reporting about what's happening in those countries. We're… 

we're mad about it, and we should be. And it is happening in 

our streets. It's happening in my district. It's happening in 

the state of Minnesota. They are… they have told us that they 

are coming back here to do this again on steroids in the 

future in my community. And I can tell you that citizens, 

legal permanent residents, undocumented people, parents, 

children, grandparents are terrified, and rightly so because 

there has been no check and no break on the violence that 

federal officials have unleashed in our communities. It is an 

unconscionable exercise of brute force, we see the videos 

every single day, against unarmed, peaceful protesters. It 

cannot be tolerated, and I am so grateful to the sponsor for 

introducing this resolution to push back on this outrageous 

behavior. And I urge an 'aye' vote." 

Speaker Morgan:  "Leader Gabel is recognized." 

Gabel:  "Thank you, Mr. Speaker. Representative DeLuca… please 

excuse Representative DeLuca for the rest of the day." 
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Speaker Morgan:  "Thank you, leader. For further discussion, Leader 

Lisa Hernandez is recognized." 

Hernandez, L.:  "Thank you, Speaker. To the resolution." 

Speaker Morgan:  "To the resolution." 

Hernandez, L.:  "I, too, want to thank the speaker for telling his 

story. It's hurtful. This is his mother being treated in that 

way. I, too, respect the fact that we're taking the initiative 

to speak out on behalf of all these families that are being 

hurt, including those that are here legally. Come on, folks. 

The fact that we have laws in place and oftentimes not being 

followed has something to be said for, and that's why we have 

to speak out. I live… or I represent and live in a district 

that has an everyday circumstance. And it happened right next 

door to my office, right there on video camera, where you had 

some workers just coming to get coffee in the corner bakery. 

And here, out of the corner, comes a van, ICE coming out. 

These folks are standing just outside of the bakery, sees… 

they see this moment, run into the bakery, here with ICE 

following… following them, crashing into the business, which 

is a problem here. And then all of a sudden, out of nowhere, 

you see out of the van come out this big camera. Come on, 

folks. Let's see for what it's… what it's for. These are 

theatrics. These are… this is a show, and people are getting 

hurt, and people are getting killed. We have to speak out. 

Where's the due process? I ask for an 'aye' vote." 

Speaker Morgan:  "For further discussion, Representative Niemerg 

is recognized." 

Niemerg:  "Thank you, Mr. Speaker. To the resolution." 

Speaker Morgan:  "To the resolution." 
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Niemerg:  "We've heard a lot today about ICE here in the state of 

Illinois, throughout the country, but I'd like to talk a 

little bit. Everybody's been talking about their districts. 

I'd like to talk about my district a little bit and a couple 

by the name of Mike and Gail Clayton. Mike was, was, was a 

county board member in my district serving on the Coles County 

Board. He and his wife were out to dinner when they had an 

accident. A drunken illegal immigrant crashed into their 

vehicle, causing both of their fatalities. This happened in 

my district. Illegal immigration is a major, major issue. 

Representative Halbrook talked about Katie Abraham just a 

little while ago. We've talked about Laken Riley multiple 

times. And Joe Biden is who failed this country. Twenty 

million illegal immigrants allowed in this country under his 

watch. And many times, everybody was saying the border was 

secure, but the video footage obviously showed something 

different. Just recently we saw 1700, 1700 violent illegals 

being allowed back onto the street under the Pritzker 

administration. Some of these illegals, I'll read the list 

off: three counts of aggravated kidnapping; driving under the 

influence; domestic battery; criminal sexual assault; 

aggravated criminal sexual assault; criminal sexual assault 

of a victim 13 years and younger; child abduction, child 

abduction; predatory criminal sexual assault of a child; 

aggravated battery; battery with a firearm; criminal sexual 

assault; bodily harm; aggravated kidnapping; aggravated 

battery; great bodily harm; attempted murder; and the list 

goes on and on. ICE is doing the best that they can to deport 

violent illegal aliens that are running on our streets. And 
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this body, all we can do today is chastise the very people 

that are trying to get this state and this country under 

control. We spent $3.2 billion on illegal immigration in this 

state rather than spending it on the citizens of this state. 

I just discovered last week that $1.2 million went to an NGO 

that is being funded by state tax dollars to go directly in 

the pockets of the paid protesters. And these are not peaceful 

protesters. They just invaded a church last week. What's 

peaceful about that? Watch the video of that young boy crying, 

scared, crying because the violent protesters decided to 

enter the church. So, I've got a picture here. I see Trump 

derangement syndrome has gone off the rails in this General 

Assembly. Look at this. Who is that giving Tom Homan an award? 

Oh, Barack Obama. There have been more, more deportations 

under Obama than President Trump. But who cares about that, 

right? It's all about Donald Trump, Kristi Noem, and what 

they're doing wrong to this country. I say, God bless 

President Donald Trump and his efforts to restore safety and 

security 'cause Governor Pritzker doesn't want to do it. And 

I say, God bless Kristi Noem for her efforts to bring justice 

to the people that have suffered because of these terrible, 

terrible policies. I recommend a 'no' vote. Thank you, Mr. 

Speaker." 

Speaker Morgan:  "For further discussion, Representative Blair-

Sherlock is represented… is recognized." 

Blair-Sherlock:  "Thank you. To the resolution." 

Speaker Morgan:  "To the resolution." 

Blair-Sherlock:  "I, too, believe that everybody should follow the 

law and that breaking the law is bad. And maybe there were 
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some things that happened under Obama, but… or under Biden, 

but that was under Biden. That's gone. We're not talking about 

that. We're talking about what's happening today. And if I'm 

going to follow a law, what law am I going to follow? The 

supreme law of the land, which is the Constitution. I have 

watched with horror these last 10 months as the Constitution 

has been ripped, shredded, stomped upon, and not followed by 

this administration. They are not… they're racially profiling 

people. They have pulled over and detained police, off-duty 

police in Minneapolis 'cause they are Black and Brown people. 

They are smashing in the windows of citizens. They are telling 

citizens they don't care they're citizens. OK, the 

Constitution is still here, folks, and we still have the right 

to be free from unreasonable search and seizure just because 

of how we look, or our occupation, or who we hang out with, 

or what language we speak, or if we have an accent. And by 

the way, I think people in Tennessee have an accent. So, let's 

get real here. This administration is not following the law. 

President Obama deported 3 million people, but you did not 

see the terror in the streets that we are seeing right now 

because they do not care. You know why? Because they're not 

going to be held accountable because the people at the top of 

this administration say they have full immunity. And we all 

know what that means since the president is very free with 

his pardons of people who've committed crimes. Now, the crimes 

shouldn't apply to them because they're billionaires and 

they're fraudsters and it's white-collar crime. But gosh 

forbid somebody steal a loaf of bread 'cause their kid is 

starving. I'm sorry, you don't pick and choose the laws and 
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you don't pick and choose who is subjected to those laws. And 

we all have to follow the Constitution, including ICE and 

including the president of the United States. ICE has no 

jurisdiction over citizens of the United States. They are not 

law enforcement in the traditional sense of the word, and 

they need to comply with the law too. Thank you." 

Speaker Morgan:  "Leader Keicher is recognized." 

Keicher:  "Thank you, Speaker. If you would please excuse 

Representatives Reick and Meier for the remainder of the day." 

Speaker Morgan:  "Thank you, leader. For further discussion and 

the final speaker on this resolution, we have Representative 

Ness to speak to the resolution." 

Ness:  "Thank you, Speaker. To the resolution." 

Speaker Morgan:  "To the resolution." 

Ness:  "So, I'm going to speak the words of a constituent who felt 

compelled to send me an email after an experience that 

happened to her, and I speak… I think it speaks to the heart 

of this resolution. So, this is from one of my constituents. 

'For 39 years, I was fortunate to have never personally 

witnessed an act of pure cruelty. That sense of protection, 

the blessed bubble I have lived within was shattered 

yesterday. While out doing lawn work with my husband, I 

watched as ICE agents coordinated, planned, and ultimately 

detained a man who was simply installing windows at my 

neighbor's home on a Sunday afternoon. My neighbor later 

shared that three of the workers who happened to be inside 

her house pleaded for her to not open the door, while the 

other two workers outside were interrogated by the ICE agents, 

eventually arresting one of them. As someone who has always 
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recognized her own blessings and privilege, I have never felt 

more unblessed, powerless, or afraid than I did yesterday. To 

see masked men in military uniforms pull up in front of my 

home and my neighbor's home and to witness them take someone 

away was deeply violating. My home, my property, and my sense 

of safety were all compromised simply by being a witness to 

that event. Like so many others, I have always considered my 

home, my property, and my spouse to be my sources of safety. 

But after yesterday, I find myself questioning whether that's 

still true. What became painfully clear is that the federal 

government holds the power to intrude, to act without warning, 

and to erode any sense of security an individual may believe 

they have. And what struck me even more deeply was that the 

response from some stand by… stand… bystanders who drove by 

offering thumbs up and gestures and saying "God bless you" to 

the ICE agents. You see incidents like this on television, 

but until it unfolds in your own neighborhood, right next 

door, you cannot truly grasp the emotions that accompany such 

a moment.' And I think about all of the moments that have 

been witnessed across our country by federal agents acting 

against citizens of this country. And that is what this 

resolution speaks to and what it stands for. It's about a 

process and tactics that do not define who we are as America. 

Please vote 'yes' for this resolution." 

Speaker Morgan:  "Representative Andrade to close." 

Andrade:  "Thank you, Mr. Speaker. This resolution is for the 

people who got gassed, tear gassed in my community. This is 

for the 7-year-old student who ran away from the ICE agents 

while her father was ripped out of her car, and we could not 
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find her for a while. This is for my tamale lady who can't 

sell tamales and make a living, who files income taxes. 

There's 125,000 people in the state of Illinois that fill out 

income taxes. These are taxpayers. These are humans, 125,000 

ITIN filers in the state of Illinois. They pay taxes and are, 

most importantly, are human beings, and they are our 

neighbors. Thank you, Mr. Speaker. I respectfully request an 

'aye' vote." 

Speaker Morgan:  "Representative Andrade moves for the adoption of 

House Resolution 622. All in favor vote 'aye'; all opposed 

vote 'nay.' The voting is open. Have all voted who wish? Have 

all voted who wish? Have all voted who wish? Mr. Clerk, take 

the record. On this question, there are 69 'ayes,' 35 'nays,' 

0 voting 'present.' And this resolution, having received a 

constitutional majority, is hereby adopted. Under the Order 

of Resolutions, we have House Resolution 620, offered by 

Leader Buckner." 

Buckner:  "Thank you, Mr. Speaker. Colleagues, this resolution is 

not about politics in Washington. It is about real people in 

Illinois who woke up on January 1 and found out that their 

health care suddenly cost more through no fault of their own. 

Nearly half a million Illinoisans rely on the Affordable Care 

Act marketplace to cover their families. These are small 

business owners, farmers, self-employed workers, part-time 

employees, and people juggling work and school. For them, the 

ACA was not a talking point, it was peace of mind. That peace 

of mind existed because federal subsidies put in place in 

2022 kept coverage affordable, even as families were already 

dealing with higher costs everywhere else. Those subsidies 
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worked. Premiums stayed manageable and people stayed insured. 

And then President Trump said, and I quote, 'I'd rather not 

extend them at all.' And despite bipartisan support, those 

subsidies were allowed to expire on January 1 of this new 

year. Now we are seeing the consequences in real life and in 

real time. While the Trump tax bill is simultaneously handing 

out over $100 billion in tax cuts to wealthy corporations, 

working families are being forced to bear the burden of these 

decisions, picking up the tab through insurance cost spikes 

and cuts to vital programs and a reduction in access to their 

health care. Families on the marketplace are seeing premiums 

double. Deductibles are rising by as much as $10,000 per 

person. The Kaiser Family Foundation estimates this will take 

an average of… this will cost an average of $927 more a year 

out of the pockets of working Illinois families. And it's 

even worse in rural and downstate Illinois. In the 16th 

Congressional District, in Peoria, Bloomington, Normal, 

Rockford, and small towns across DeKalb, Boone, and LaSalle 

counties, families are paying more than $1400 extra a year. 

Those higher premiums and deductibles are squeezing household 

budgets. In the 15th District, in Champaign and Charleston 

and Effingham and Danville and Mattoon and across Coles, 

Edgar, and Vermilion counties, bills have risen more than 

$1500 because subsidies have expired. And in Marion, Mount 

Vernon, Collinsville, Cahokia, and across Madison and St. 

Clair counties in the 12th District premiums and out-of-

pocket costs are climbing to the tune of $2,000 a year. So, 

people instead are deciding to delay their own care. Let's be 

clear about who this hurts. It hurts the grain farmer in 



STATE OF ILLINOIS 

104th GENERAL ASSEMBLY 

HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

TRANSCRIPTION DEBATE 

 

    64th Legislative Day  1/21/2026 

 

  10400064.docx 22 

Western Illinois who buys insurance on the marketplace 

because he does not have an employer plan. Same family, same 

coverage, hundreds of more a month. It hurts the public-

school teacher downstate who does not qualify for Medicaid 

and does not get affordable coverage at work. She stayed 

insured because subsidies made it possible. And now, she is 

paying more and delaying care. It hurts the retired police 

officer in a small town who is too young for Medicare and 

living on a fixed income. He served his community, He planned 

responsibly, and now his health care costs are eating into 

his retirement. These are not edge cases. These are our 

neighbors. These are our constituents. Up to 140,000 

Illinoisans may lose coverage entirely because they simply 

cannot afford it anymore, on top of hundreds of thousands 

more facing Medicaid cuts. And all of this is happening while 

the Trump tax bill delivers, once again, $100 billion in tax 

cuts for the ultra-wealthy and for corporations. Colleagues, 

this resolution is simple and it is necessary. It calls on 

Congress to immediately reinstate the 2022 health care 

subsidies and end this affordability crisis. Health care 

should not depend on your zip code, your job status, or 

whether Washington decides you are expendable. Illinois is 

saying today that we stand with working families, that we 

stand with rural communities and anyone who just wants to see 

a doctor without risking financial ruin. That is the choice 

before us. And that's why this resolution deserves our 

support." 

Speaker Morgan:  "For further discussion, Leader Keicher is 

recognized." 
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Keicher:  "Thank you, Speaker. To the resolution." 

Speaker Morgan:  "To the resolution." 

Keicher:  "I want to thank the Representative for bringing up this 

issue, and glad to hear that the other side is finally 

concerned about the premiums that we're forcing to increase 

on the Affordable Care Act here in the state of Illinois. 

You're absolutely right, it is not about politics. I used 

that phrase multiple times in 2010, 2011 when folks in the 

industry were talking about the cost-consequential nature of 

what was being proposed in D.C. for the ACA plan. I would 

also point out that it wasn't politics that made the Dems at 

the national level remove the Cadillac plan tax. And what 

that tax did is it took an assessment from very generous 

health plans that many unions participate in that would have 

offset the costs that we're seeing today, because the math 

was run out, and we knew 10 years ago that this would be 

exactly where ACA plans were going to lie: unaffordable, 

unattainable, and forcing families to choose between health 

insurance and eating meals at their table with their family. 

I want to start out and I want to praise doctors, hospitals, 

and medical innovation. Because I think we also need to 

acknowledge that the incredible things going on in this 

country because of the entrepreneurs and the innovators to 

develop new drugs, new treatments are causing things like the 

headlines last month that we saw that we may be on the verge 

of eliminating a handful of cancer diagnoses from being fatal. 

The ACA has put us in this position through a number of 

different structural elements, including silver plan loading 

and the essential benefits that are included in each plan 
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that, prior to the ACA, families could reasonably afford. As 

a side note, I had a discussion with a constituent over the 

last couple weeks who said that his observation was that we 

now have an issue with early-20s children in our households 

who are no longer moving out. They're no longer getting the 

job. They're living in the proverbial mom and dad's basement. 

Because 20 years ago, when you hit 18, you had to go find 

your own health insurance, you had to go get a job, or you 

had to go to school. And now, we don't force that to happen. 

So, the decision he… and he insisted was frequently deferred. 

Let's get back to the newfound concerns on the other side of 

the aisle with the cost-consequential nature of playing with 

insurance. The reforms that this governor has forced onto ACA 

plans in the state of Illinois have forced health insurers to 

abandon the state. I hope you all are aware of that. Some of 

the counties that the previous speaker shared are down to one 

carrier on the ACA platform because of the cost-consequential 

nature of what has been put in place. The cost drivers that 

I know everyone in this chamber has heard me repeatedly warn 

you about and talk about that we continue to stack as 

additional mandates on top of health plans in this state are 

going to come roost in unaffordable health plans for the 

people we serve. But I find it most interesting that so many 

of these mandates that we pass exempt state employees. They 

exempt Medicaid. And the frequent reason given, the irony of 

all ironies, is because CMS said it was unaffordable. We are 

forcing it on our constituents while not holding ourselves as 

a body to the same judicious standard of taking care of other 

people's money as if it was ours and as if it was a scarce 
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resource. Instead, we continue to put cost-consequential 

measures on top of each other every year. And, folks, this is 

the price. This is the price. And I don't know if we still 

want to insist that this isn't about politics when, in 2022, 

Democrats at the federal level introduced this additional 

subsidy. This subsidy was needed to be put in place because 

it is unaffordable. It is structurally going to fail. It is 

the core of the foundation of how the ACA plans work. So, you 

can blame national Republicans. You can blame the party writ 

large. But what we see at the end of the day, what we said in 

2010 and 2011, what we said with the essential care riders 

that were on there that frequently go unutilized, what we 

said about removal of the Cadillac plan tax, all of it's come 

true. We were trying to make good policy. Instead, it became 

about politics. And now, Democrats at the national level have 

put our constituents in the crosshairs of making that choice 

that I talked about. We have created a cost-consequential 

system where we that are employed by the state, work for the 

state, or the Medicaid providers are not subjected to what 

we're telling the rest of the population they need to do. We 

should be more thoughtful. We should be considerate. And I 

completely agree with the sponsor that we should remove 

politics from here because the essential services that our 

doctors, hospitals, and nurses are providing day in and day 

out is amazing. So many cool things are on the verge of 

happening. And unless we quit stacking it up with things, 

we're going to continue down this road of unaffordability. 

That's not right by our constituents. All of you know it. I 

know you're going to vote 'yes.' This is already baked. I get 
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it. But I wanted to talk to you to resonate on all the other 

talks I gave about stacking mandates on these health plans 

and that this would come to roost. This is a surprise to no 

one. So, let's work on it. Let's fix it. Let's serve the 

people we serve by giving them choice and options of what's 

best for their family in their opinion. I urge a 'no' vote on 

this. Thank you." 

Speaker Morgan:  "For further discussion, Representative Moeller 

is recognized." 

Moeller:  "Thank you, Mr. Speaker. I rise in support of House 

Resolution 620, and I thank Leader Buckner for bringing this 

resolution to the floor. In response to the… the previous 

speaker, who I have a lot of respect for but significantly 

disagree with on some of these fundamental concepts, I think 

it's important that we remember the health care landscape 

that existed in Illinois and indeed throughout the country 

before the ACA passed. Before the Affordable Care Act, more 

Illinois residents lacked any form of health insurance. And 

we remember that before the ACA, you could be denied access 

to health insurance because of preexisting conditions, and 

certainly if you didn't get employer-sponsored health 

insurance, the cost of premium made it virtually impossible 

for so many families to access health care coverage. And since 

the ACA was passed, we've seen numerous attempts by 

Republicans in Congress to overturn the ACA, all with the 

promise that it would be replaced with a better plan. And 

that plan has never materialized. We've never seen an 

alternative that would provide the level of coverage that the 

ACA provides to people throughout this country who couldn't 
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afford access to health care before the ACA. And, in fact, we 

just saw during the 2024 presidential campaign, President 

Trump was asked, you know, what is your plan for health care, 

since… since he's been on record opposing the ACA, along with 

congressional Republicans. And he said back during the 

campaign that he had concepts of a plan that he, like others 

in his party, have never come back to explain, present, or 

provide an alternative. And now, we're seeing not only just 

no alternatives that would provide access to health care 

provided by the… the Republican Party and by President Trump, 

we're actually seeing dramatic cuts in subsidies to the 

program that has allowed nearly 90% of Illinoisans to have 

access to health insurance since the ACA was passed. And as 

Leader Buckner eloquently outlined in his introduction, the… 

the assault on health care, the… the rollback in subsidies is 

going to immediately drive up health care costs for all 

families across our state, whether you access health care 

through private health insurance that's provided by an 

employer, whether you are enrolled in the marketplace. And 

certainly, we know that we are going to see dramatic cuts in 

Medicaid funding that's going to throw hundreds of thousands 

of people off of health care here in Illinois. And again, 

these are not just numbers on a page. This is not just… these 

aren't just statistics. These are people who will not be able 

to access chemotherapy when facing a cancer diagnosis. These 

are pregnant mothers who will not be able to access prenatal 

care. These… this… these are… the consequences are for people 

who have diabetes being unable to access care for their 

chronic illness or insulin to treat their… their diabetes. 
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We're going to see people become sicker and poorer because 

what… because of the actions and the inactions of Trump and 

the Republican Party in Congress. And what's really 

disturbing, as what happened in the lead up to passage of HR1 

this past summer, which cut trillions of… billions of dollars 

out of our Medicaid program, where we're going to lose $51 

billion in Medicaid funding here in Illinois over the next 10 

years, we heard nothing from the Republican Party speaking 

out and standing up for people in our state who rely on this 

program to access care. And again, with this rollback in 

subsidies, the cut in subsidies, and the changes to the ACA, 

we hear nothing. And, in fact, we hear defense of these cuts. 

So, it's… I… I think it's really important that we stand up 

and defend the access to health care that has seen nearly 90% 

of Illinoisans being able to… to visit a doctor and get care 

for… for their chronic health issues and for women and 

children to be able to see a doctor. We need to… we need to 

stand up and speak out against what's happening in Washington. 

It's unfortunate that we can't rely on our partners on the 

other side of the aisle to do that. But the costs are so 

immense. The moral imperative is incredible. And we need to 

ensure that whether Washington is turning their backs on our… 

on people in Illinois and their health care, we here will 

stand to defend the basic dignity of every person who calls 

the state home and reject these cuts. So, thank you, Leader 

Buckner, again for bringing this resolution to the floor. I 

urge an 'aye' vote." 

Speaker Morgan:  "For further discussion, Leader Ugaste is 

recognized." 
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Ugaste:  "Thank you, Mr. Speaker. To the resolution." 

Speaker Morgan:  "To the resolution." 

Ugaste:  "Despite what leader on the other side of the aisle who 

brought this resolution said, and I have a lot of respect for 

him and… but sometimes we're just going to disagree. This 

isn't at all about affordability. This is about nothing but 

politics. This whole day is about nothing but politics, 

finger-pointing, trying to one-up you, trying to get 

political points so that when we have elections, we have 

something to point a finger at someone saying they voted 

against this. That's all this is about. Because if it were 

about affordability, if it were about easing costs on people 

who live in Illinois, right now we'd be having committee 

hearings on bills designed to lower taxes. We'd be having 

meetings involving people from both sides of the aisle about 

how to lower energy costs. Because our power agencies just 

put out a report saying, guess what, folks, we have a real 

problem. And that's not from our administration. That's from 

an administration on your side of the aisle. We'd be working 

hard to make things more affordable for people in Illinois. 

We'd be considering bills that actually lower costs. You say 

you've heard nothing about what we do to address the rollback 

in Medicaid funding. I've been talking about it for seven 

years, about providing more jobs, 'cause you know what? People 

don't want Medicaid unless they have to have it. They'd really 

like a good-paying job with good insurance to be able to pay 

for things on their own. They don't need our programs. They 

don't want our handouts. They want opportunity. But we seem 

to be falling short on this. We're say… we're being told we 
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have an emergency here, something of urgent nature that is 

causing… that the Republicans in Washington, D.C. are 

creating because they're not extending increased payments for 

the Affordable Care Act subsidies. Let's remember why these 

subsidies expired. The Democrats who voted them in, in 2022 

said therefore the emergency we have in the pandemic because 

they knew they're not affordable. They're not. The Affordable 

Care Act was not only to help ensure everybody and make sure 

preexisting conditions were covered, it was to get control of 

medical costs. And it's done anything but since that time. I 

owned a business back then. I know what health care premiums 

cost, how much they were increasing year-over-year, and how 

much they've skyrocketed ever since. There is no comparison. 

The Affordable Care Act has failed. It's created a broken 

system. But instead of trying to figure out ways to get our 

people jobs, to drive down their tax bills, to give them 

affordable energies, maybe even to help on things such as 

insurance, we're here today doing resolutions, pointing 

fingers at the federal government, playing politics, and 

trying to do gotchas on votes. If we pay more subsidies… keep 

this in mind, everyone, subsidies come from one place that 

come from government. And I know you all know this. We do 

this day in and day out. It comes from tax dollars. And while 

there may be different levels of tax dollars for different 

incomes at federal level and different things, everybody at 

the end of the day pays taxes. Because whether you buy goods, 

we tax it. Whether you drive a car and want a license plate, 

we tax it. Whether you purchase gas, we tax everything in 

this country. So, even those who are at the lower… lower 
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levels of income pay those very taxes the subsidies are 

created with. So, we're not really helping them. If we want 

to help them, let's find a way to lower taxes in our state, 

to lower energy costs, to lower other costs that are well 

within our control. That's a real help to the people. Let's 

provide them opportunity of more jobs, better-paying jobs, 

and jobs that provide very good health insurance, not Medicaid 

funds. That's affordability. That's what we should be doing. 

And if you want to do a resolution to the federal government 

about this, let's ask them all to sit down and work together 

and fix the broken system. This bill was passed years ago, 

and the Speaker of the House at the time said, well, now that 

we pass it, we'll have to figure out what's in it. We need to 

cover preexisting conditions. We need to make sure everyone 

has access to health insurance. But we don't need everything 

that was created in the Affordable Care Act, and we should be 

urging them to work together and let us focus on what we can 

control in the state of Illinois and make this state more 

affordable." 

Speaker Morgan:  "For further discussion, Representative Morris is 

recognized." 

Morris:  "Thank you, Speaker. I rise in support of House Resolution 

620. I… I have been a certified nursing assistant for 26 

years. I have held hands at the bedside. I have seen fear in 

patients' eyes when they ask, will this be covered? I have 

watched people wait too long to get care because they were… 

they were afraid of the cost and access, and I have seen the 

damage that waiting do. Access to health care isn't a talking 

point for me. It's the difference between pain and relief, 
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between dignity and despair, between life and loss. What's 

happening in Washington right now has real consequences on 

the floor, in the rooms, and in the lives of people we care 

for every day. When access is threatened, it's not numbers 

that suffer, it's people. I care for patients in their most 

vulnerable moments. They deserve compassion, stability, and 

the care to count on. After 26 years, I can tell you this 

clearly: Health care save lives and protecting access to it 

is not optional. It is a moral responsibility. And I urge an 

'aye' vote." 

Speaker Morgan:  "Our final speaker on this is Leader Spain is 

recognized." 

Spain:  "Thank you, Mr. Speaker. To the resolution." 

Speaker Morgan:  "To the resolution." 

Spain:  "Ladies and gentlemen of the House, this resolution 

continues the discussion we'll have throughout this afternoon 

of using resolutions here in the state of Illinois for 

governance issues. And regardless of how ineffective that may 

be, one thing is sure and needs to be pointed out. I think 

that there are fine discussions that we can have about the 

Affordable Care Act, what is working, what is not working, 

changes that should or should not be made within the Illinois 

insurance marketplace, a… a very important and potent 

reminder about the cost of mandates that we continue to impose 

on all types of insurance in the state of Illinois. But I 

have to remind all of us of one thing that is important, and 

it's been drastically misrepresented by some of the previous 

speakers. And maybe we don't remember it because it was 

probably 3 a.m. on the final night of the spring session, but 
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I would remind you of it because it shows you what we can do 

when we work together. And throughout this spring, 

Republicans and Democrats worked together to make major and 

massive changes to the provider assessment program for the 

state of Illinois. This is the tool that brings federal 

Medicaid funding to our state, and it is critical and 

essential. We work together in good faith collaboration to 

pass those changes, and then we sent them to Washington, D.C., 

where their approval or denial was entirely at the discretion 

of the president of the United States and the administrator 

for CMS. And I am, quite frankly, offended by the comments 

from the Representative from Elgin mischaracterizing what 

Republicans are doing to deliver funding for the most 

vulnerable for Medicaid services in the state of Illinois. 

Working together through our collaboration and intervention 

with the federal government, we delivered one of the largest 

expansions and increases to Medicaid funding that we have 

ever seen in the state of Illinois. So, let's stop the theater 

of House Resolution governance and get back to actually 

working together as colleagues to accomplish good for the 

communities we serve." 

Speaker Morgan:  "Leader Buckner to close." 

Buckner:  "Thank you, Mr. Speaker, and thank you to all of our 

colleagues who spoke on this today. I'll just close by saying 

that 'no' is the easiest word in the English language. 

However, 'no' doesn't build anything, it doesn't fix 

anything, and it damn sure doesn't heal anything. But it does 

carry hard consequences, consequences for the people that we 

represent every single day. And so, while this is, quote-



STATE OF ILLINOIS 

104th GENERAL ASSEMBLY 

HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

TRANSCRIPTION DEBATE 

 

    64th Legislative Day  1/21/2026 

 

  10400064.docx 34 

unquote, 'just a resolution,' we have an opportunity to be 

resolute in what we believe in and where our priorities are. 

I urge a 'yes' vote." 

Speaker Morgan:  "Leader Buckner moves for the adoption of House 

Resolution 620. All in favor vote 'aye'; all opposed vote 

'nay.' The voting is open. Have all voted who wish? Have all 

voted who wish? Have all voted who wish? Mr. Clerk, please 

take the record. On this question, there are 70 'ayes,' 34 

'nays,' 0 voting 'present.' And this resolution, having 

received a constitutional majority, is hereby declared… is 

hereby adopted. Under the Order of Resolutions, we have House 

Resolution 621, offered by Representative Jiménez." 

Jiménez:  "Thank you, Mr. Speaker. I rise to present HR621. 

Whereas, on January 6, 2026, Donald Trump's Department of 

Health and Human Services announced a unilateral suspension 

of 10 billion in child care, citing allegations of wrongdoing 

in Minnesota to freeze funds for Illinois and other states. 

Trump's latest funding freeze follows already familiar 

patterns, unilaterally halting congressionally mandated 

funding with no authorization, selectively attacking specific 

states for political retribution, and in this case, 

collective punishment. For those of you, like myself, who are 

working parents, you may understand how important child care 

is. Child care is what allows many working families to work. 

It's what allows me to be here in this moment. When my 7-

year-old, now 7-year-old was in child care, I knew that I 

could entrust his health and safety to my local child care 

provider. Alongside other people in my community, he learned 

and grew in his child care center, which was like a second 
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home to him. But it is important to note that those child 

care centers are businesses. Some of them are nonprofits, 

some of them are businesses, and they are an integral part of 

our community. And that child care center where my son goes, 

many working families depend on child care subsidies, on 

supports. Because, unfortunately, too many jobs do not pay 

enough for someone in Illinois to be able to pay their rent, 

pay their child care, and afford groceries. Trump is choosing 

to make working parents' greatest expenses even less 

affordable. We already know child care is the most daunting 

cost, with the average cost of day care outpacing the average 

cost of a two-bedroom apartment in Illinois. And the saddest 

part is that while child care is being stripped from our 

families, 100,000 families in Illinois being targeted, 

100,000. And again, with the ripple effect, making sure that 

a child care center, like the one my son attended, if they 

don't have those supports for working families, what happens? 

Families like myself who are paying out of pocket no longer 

have a place to go. So, this is attack… an attack on working 

families and small businesses. And the saddest part is that 

these repeated attempts to freeze funds for working people 

and modest-income families are now juxtaposed as we see this 

federal government, this president pushing a 700 billion 

taxpayer-funded acquisition of Greenland and cutting more and 

more taxes for billionaires and in a vanity project, creating 

a ballroom and renaming of Kennedy Center. These vanity 

projects juxtapose with the cuts, the vicious cuts to child 

care are disgusting. What we want to see is an Illinois where 

families can send their kids to child care, can have the 
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education that they so truly deserve. And this is alongside 

other after school cuts, other education cuts. So, this is an 

attack on our working families. And the use of what's 

happening in Minnesota is also, frankly, very disappointing 

and tragic. Utilizing one situation in another state to 

collectively punish 10 states, including the state of 

Illinois and your children and my children, is completely 

unacceptable. And I ask for an adoption of HR621." 

Speaker Morgan:  "For further discussion, Representative Deering 

on the resolution." 

Deering:  "To the resolution." 

Speaker Morgan:  "To the resolution." 

Deering:  "I'd like to acknowledge that I'm pretty sure everyone 

here in this chamber agrees that child care for our families 

needs to be available and affordable. But, as Representative 

previously noted, why are we grandstanding about resolutions 

here in the chamber today. We have all made it a priority to 

talk about affordability for our families. I know in my own 

district, my own hometown of Decatur, families are desperate 

for 24/7 child care. We had so many home day cares shut down 

during the guise of the COVID-19 pandemic, when our governor 

was ruling that people needed to stay home, needed to stay 

safe. Families couldn't utilize some of those child care 

opportunities. So, what is the big concern in asking that we 

open the books to any agency here in Decatur, to any taxpayer 

funds here in Illinois? That is what our job is here to do, 

is to prove to our constituents, prove to the citizens of 

Illinois that we are prioritizing and spending their funds 

appropriately. This effort by the administration to 
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potentially withhold funding stems from stories coming out of 

Minnesota. I mean, we had citizen journalists finding fraud. 

Apparently, Governor Walz's administration wasn't doing his 

job. And yet, I do believe stories have come out from his own 

administration that he was aware of the fraud and he was, 

quote, 'working on the fraud,' but not fast enough. Every 

year hundreds of thousands of dollars are being wasted and 

abused in all state agencies. I think we owe it to our 

constituents to open the books whenever asked. A forensic 

audit is not too much to ask. When we are here knowing in day 

two we have billions of dollars in a shortfall with our own 

state budget, I don't think it's too much to ask that the 

dollars we are spending are being accounted for properly. 

Thank you." 

Speaker Morgan:  "For further discussion, Representative Mason is 

recognized." 

Mason:  "Thank you, Mr. Speaker. And thank you, Representative, 

for bringing this resolution forward. You all know I'm a mom 

and I'm a chair… I'm the chair of the House Child Care 

Accessibility & Early Childhood Education Committee, and I 

know firsthand that early childhood education and child care 

are not a luxury. It's essential economic infrastructure for 

families across Illinois. In Illinois alone, the roughly $1 

billion in child care funding that Trump is trying to take 

away from us would put child care at risk for more than 

100,000 families just trying to go to work, just trying to go 

to school, just trying to build a stable life. I've spent the 

last two years visiting and working with child care providers 

and families from all over the state, talking about their 
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needs. And I know how devastating this will be if he is 

successful. This is about our children's futures. Early 

childhood education plays a critical role in brain 

development and strongly influences a child's future 

learning, behavior, and overall well-being. In fact, our 

statistics show that it affects the whole trajectory of their 

life going forward. During those first five years, the brain 

develops more rapidly than at any other time, forming the 

foundation for cognitive, emotional, and social skills that 

last a lifetime. And we know this in Illinois. We know this 

because we have created a standalone early childhood agency, 

and that is being built right now, and people from across the 

country are looking at the work that we are doing. And our 

bipartisan committee has been on board with this. We've worked 

together to make this happen. This is also about our economy. 

Having safe, stable child care allows parents to go to work, 

contribute to our economy, and bring income to their families. 

And it allows our business owners to have that stable 

workforce that they need so desperately. Let me be clear: 

These cuts are not about efficiency, accountability, or 

fraud. Trump has tried to say that the freeze is about fraud, 

but both the data and the courts have confirmed that there is 

no substantiated evidence that would justify cutting these 

vital supports. The Trump administration is trying to score 

political points by targeting states like Illinois. And in 

doing so, they are putting our children and our families at 

risk. They are putting our caregivers directly in harm's way. 

Cutting child care funding pushes mothers, fathers, and 

caregivers out of the workforce, deepens our child care 
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shortage, and threatens children's safety by forcing families 

into unstable or unsafe arrangements, all while harming our 

local economies from Chicago to downstate. All of our 

districts will be affected. When these investments are 

slashed, families don't just lose a line item in their 

household budget. They lose jobs, they lose stability, they 

lose opportunity, and providers are forced to close their 

doors and children lose access to the safe, nurturing 

environments that support healthy brain development and 

lifelong success. Illinois families should not be collateral 

damage in a political agenda. Our children's futures should 

never be used as leverage. I urge an 'aye' vote." 

Speaker Morgan:  "Leader Keicher is recognized." 

Keicher:  "Thank you, Speaker. If you could please excuse 

Representative Sosnowski and Hauter for the remainder of the 

day." 

Speaker Morgan:  "The record will so reflect. Our final speaker on 

this… speaker on this resolution is Representative Lisa 

Davis." 

Davis, L.:  "Thank you, Mr. Speaker. To the resolution." 

Speaker Morgan:  "To the resolution." 

Davis, L.:  "Representative, thank you for bringing this resolution 

forward. Believe it or not, we have a lot in common. We're 

both lawyers, we're both public servants, we're both fierce 

advocates of democracy, and we're both working mothers of 

small children. You all had an opportunity to meet my three-

piece spicy when they came down for their spring break. My 

oldest is 14 years old, and I wouldn't be able to do the work 

that I do today without child care funding. But yet, these 
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cuts to these funds by this administration is just another 

example of Trump punishing the American people for no reason. 

Make it make sense, please. I urge an 'aye' vote on this 

resolution. Thank you." 

Speaker Morgan:  "Representative Jiménez to close." 

Jiménez:  "Thank you. As to whether we should be speaking on this 

issue today, I think it is important to note that Illinois 

has to foot the bill, has to take on the cost of ensuring 

that these funds are continuing to flow by engaging in 

litigation. And as we've seen before, there are dozens and 

dozens of times that the state has had to take on the cost of 

this arbitrary decisions made by the Trump administration to 

unilaterally suspend 10 billion in child care. So, there is 

no slow investigation. There is no opening up the books and 

let's talk about it. It was a unilateral decision. That's why 

it's important for us to speak today because Illinois is on 

the hook for that cost. Our workforce has to take this into 

account, and the state of Illinois has no other choice 

unfortunately. And so, that's why we are here today. And as 

to whether this is just a political issue, it's not a 

political issue for me. As you heard from Representative 

Davis, it's not a political situation for her. And for our 

families in my district and Rep. Davis' district, this is not 

just a political stunt. This is our livelihood. And for all 

of Illinois, when we talk about child care, we talk about day 

care, we talk about education, for every single one of us, it 

touches. And that's why we must be here today. And that's why 

I urge an 'aye' vote and for the adoption of this resolution." 
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Speaker Morgan:  "Representative Jiménez moves for the adoption of 

House Resolution 621. All in favor vote 'aye'; all opposed 

vote 'nay.' The voting is open. Have all voted who wish? Have 

all voted who wish? Have all voted who wish? Mr. Clerk, please 

take the record. On this question, there are 70 'ayes,' 29 

'nays,' 0 voting 'present.' And this resolution, having 

received a constitution majority, is hereby adopted. Under 

the Order of Resolutions, we have House Resolution 623, 

offered by Representative Ortíz." 

Ortíz:  "Good afternoon, Mr. Speaker. Thank you. Today, I rise to 

present House Resolution 623, which calls on President Trump 

to suspend his war against American taxpayers and refund the 

American people for his ham-handed and illegal tariff scheme. 

Make no mistake, Donald Trump's tariff wars have been a tax 

increase on the goods and services Americans rely on every 

day: home appliances, food, electronics. The cumulative 

effect of these tariffs have resulted in a $1200 tax, 12… 

$1200 tax on every household. Americans cannot afford these 

tariffs. While the president thinks affordability is a 

partisan buzzword, we in Illinois see right through him. Along 

with my Southwest Side colleagues, I represent one of the 

largest and most vibrant communities of Latino-owned 

businesses in the country. And in many… and many of those 

businesses, along with Asian American businesses, source 

their products directly from Asia, Mexico, Central America, 

and South America. So, it's frustrating to see how hard my 

community has been hit by the Trump trade taxes. It's 

unacceptable to know that courts have again and again found 

that Donald Trump imposed these taxes illegally. Again, those 
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of you that love… love that word over there on that side, 

illegally, found that Donald… Donald Trump imposed these 

taxes illegally. And it's unfair that we are asked to do more 

with less. To those across the state and back home who are 

watching, your hard-earned money is a weapon in Donald Trump's 

so-called 'America First' agenda. It is far past time that 

this scheme… scheme be called what it is, a tax America first 

agenda. I rise to call on the president, the treasury, and 

congressional Republicans to refund taxpayers for lost wages 

and savings and do right by the American people for a change. 

Thank you. I urge an 'aye' vote." 

Speaker Morgan:  "Leader Keicher is recognized." 

Keicher:  "Thank you, Speaker. If you could please excuse 

Representative Rosenthal for the remainder of the day." 

Speaker Morgan:  "The record will so reflect. For further 

discussion on the resolution, Representative Halbrook is 

recognized." 

Halbrook:  "Thank you, Mr. Speaker. To the resolution." 

Speaker Morgan:  "To the resolution." 

Halbrook:  "Thank you. This resolution is heavy on outrage and 

light on honesty. Tariffs are not some new invention of 

President Trump. Every administration, Democrat or 

Republican, has used them as a tool to defend American 

workers, American industry, and American security. What 

President Trump did was finally stop pretending that free 

trade was fair trade. When China cheats, steals intellectual 

property, subsidizes its industries, and dumps products below 

cost, somebody pays that price. Under past presidents that 

price was paid by shuttered factories, lost jobs, hollowed 
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out towns. President Trump chose a different approach and 

made our trading partners finally play by the rules. Yes, 

tariffs have costs, but so does surrender. The question isn't 

whether tariffs are perfect, it's whether Americans should 

keep sacrificing its workers just to make foreign governments 

richer. And the idea that Illinois Democrats who raise taxes 

every year, jack up fees, and drive families out of the state 

are suddenly champions of working families is hard to take. 

If this chamber really cared about affordability, we'd start 

by cutting taxes, fixing our economy, and letting families 

keep more of what they earn rather than passing symbolic 

resolutions blaming someone else for the problems that they 

refuse to fix. I urge a strong 'no' vote. Thank you." 

Speaker Morgan:  "For further… further discussion of the 

resolution, we have Representative Vella." 

Vella:  "Thank you, Mr. Speaker. To the resolution." 

Speaker Morgan:  "To the resolution." 

Vella:  "So, we all know that the hardworking men and women of 

Illinois need relief. They're having trouble making ends 

meet. We see it every day, every time we talk to our 

constituents. They don't need more taxes. The president's 

tariffs are nothing but an unwanted, unilateral tax on working 

families, and that is not just my opinion. It is the opinion 

of every right-thinking economist, anybody who has opened a 

book across the country and across the world. All these 

tariffs do is strip our citizens of much-needed resources 

they need to realize the American dream. Home prices are out 

of control because the wood and sheetrock has been tariffed 

beyond imagining. Farmers' crops and livestock are rotting 
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because these tariffs have shut down their markets. Grocery 

prices skyrocket, fueled by arbitrary tariffs. And big 

corporations are out there, like Walmart and Costco, have the 

resources to sue the government. And they have, and they will 

win. But what about our people who we are responsible for? 

They are out of luck. These tariffs need to stop and our 

people need relief. They need to be made whole. This 

resolution calls for the right and fair thing. I urge the 

president to pay our citizens back for the money that he has 

taken from them. I urge an 'aye' vote." 

Speaker Morgan:  "For further discussion and our final speaker on 

this resolution, we have Leader González." 

González:  "Thank you, Speaker. I represent the neighborhoods of 

Little Village and Bryant Park in the city of Chicago and the 

town of Cicero, communities powered by small businesses, 

immigrant entrepreneurs, and commercial corridors that keep 

our neighborhoods vibrant. And today those businesses are 

being hit with a double whammy. First, the tariffs coming out 

of Washington are not abstract policies. They're a direct tax 

on the people I represent, a tax on our small businesses, a 

tax on our commercial corridors, a tax on working families. 

In effect, like Representative Ortíz said, it is taxing 

America first. In my district, many of our businesses rely on 

imports from Mexico and across Latin America, not for luxury 

goods, but for the ingredients, products, and cultural 

staples that help families feel connected to the home they 

left behind in the home they've built here. These tariffs 

have driven costs through the roof. I've spoken with business 

owners who've seen revenue drop 40%, 60%, even 80%. Some tell 
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me it's worse than what they lived through during COVID. But 

that's only half the story because, at the same time, these 

tariffs are squeezing their supply chains. ICE raids are 

driving away their customers. ICE is parked in our business 

corridors, used parking lots as staging grounds, and forced 

shops to shut their doors. Families are afraid to come out. 

Foot traffic disappears, entire blocks go quiet, and the very 

businesses Republicans love to prop up in speeches are the 

ones being devastated in practice. So, when we talk about 

economic harm, we need to be honest. In Little Village, in 

Brighton Park, in Cicero, our small businesses are being hit 

from both sides, higher costs on the front end and fewer 

customers on the back end. No business can survive that for 

long. And let's be clear: We only hear about tax cuts from 

Republicans when they benefit the wealthy and well-connected. 

But when tariffs function as a tax on working-class immigrants 

and minority-owned businesses and when ICE actions scare 

customers away from their storefronts, suddenly that concern 

disappears. That's why this resolution matters. Illinois 

cannot sit quietly while federal policies destabilize our 

neighborhoods and threaten the small businesses that anchor 

our communities. We have a responsibility to call out how 

these tariffs are hurting our people and how the climate of 

fear created by ICE is hurting them too. I ask for an 'aye' 

vote." 

Speaker Morgan:  "Additional conversation and discussion on this 

resolution, we have Leader Keicher." 

Keicher:  "Thank you, Speaker. To the resolution." 

Speaker Morgan:  "To the resolution." 
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Keicher:  "As you've heard, we've had a number of people on our 

side who… who have needed to depart for the day, and it looks 

like that might have happened on your side. So, just to make 

sure we aren't giving people credit for or not voting for 

this, we would request a verification, please." 

Speaker Morgan:  "For further discussion on this resolution, we 

move to Representative Canty." 

Canty:  "Thank you, Mr. Speaker. To the resolution." 

Speaker Morgan:  "To the resolution." 

Canty:  "You know, I… I think a lot about what's going on in our 

communities and the chaos going back and forth. The tariffs 

are on. The tariffs are off. We're sending our business 

communities into turmoil. We're sending government bodies 

into turmoil. Families are caught in the middle, small 

businesses. The New York Times some… some time ago, they had 

some stories of businesses, small businesses that were 

impacted by tariffs that were having a hard time getting 

materials in to their shops because they didn't have space to 

store them. They didn't have the resources to be able to 

prepurchase things. All of that chaos does harm to our 

communities, to us as a nation, to our standing in the world 

as leaders who are fiscally responsible. We cause confusion 

in the marketplace. As someone with a 401(k) who hopes to be 

able to retire one day, I think about these things all the 

time. I know people in my community are worried about it. I 

know they're worried about whether or not they will be able 

to get the products that they need at the time they need them. 

They're worried about if their small business will survive, 

if they'll be able to provide wages to their workers, if 
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they'll be able to give them increased wages as inflation 

ever increases through this chaos. And so, I just want us to 

think about that because there are some in this chamber who 

spend a lot of time talking about fiscal responsibility and 

talking about how we need to be methodical and measured and 

we need to take care with our policies. But at the highest 

levels of our nation, we have someone who could not care less 

about any of those things. It would be impossible for him to 

care less about the economy of this nation and definitely the 

economy of the United States. I encourage an 'aye' vote. Thank 

you." 

Speaker Morgan:  "Representative Ortíz to close." 

Ortíz:  "This resolution goes out to all the small businesses in 

the state of Illinois, in Chicago, but especially in the 1st 

District. For those that are along the 47th Street business 

corridor, Archer Avenue, Pulaski Avenue, Kedzie Avenue, 

Western, California, thank you for opening up a small business 

in the state of Illinois. It is one of the most American 

things that you have done, and I hope that we start moving 

away from this tax America first agenda. So, I urge everyone 

in this body to vote 'yes.' Thank you." 

Speaker Morgan:  "Members, Leader Keicher has requested a 

verification. All Members will be in their chairs and vote 

their own switches. Representative Ortíz moves for the 

adoption of House Resolution 623. All in favor of vote 'aye'; 

all opposed vote 'nay.' The voting is open. Have all voted 

who wish? Have all voted who wish? Have all voted who wish? 

Mr. Clerk, take the record. Leader Keicher is recognized." 
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Keicher:  "Thank you, Speaker. I don't know if you felt it up 

there, but there was quite a breeze from the door opening and 

closing here over the last few minutes. I'm glad to see that 

our peers have made it back to the chamber because I 

understand that winners are here to do the work. So, I'm going 

to withdraw my verification." 

Speaker Morgan:  "Leader Keicher has withdrawn the verification. 

Mr. Clerk, take the record. On this question, there are 67 

'ayes,' 30 'nays,' 0 voting 'present.' And this resolution, 

having received a constitutional majority, is hereby adopted. 

Representative Deering, for which purpose do you seek 

recognition?" 

Deering:  "Speaker, I'd like to correct the record of my vote for 

House Resolution 623. I intended to vote 'no.'" 

Speaker Morgan:  "The record will so reflect. Under the Order of 

Resolutions, we have House Resolution 624, offered by 

Representative Norma Hernandez." 

Hernandez, N.:  "Thank you, Mr. Speaker. I am here to introduce 

House Resolution 624. In the first week of 2026, Donald Trump 

declared himself as acting president of Venezuela and 

threatened unprovoked military action in Cuba and Iran. Trump 

has also said that his failure to earn a Nobel Peace Prize 

allows him to forcefully pursue complete and total control of 

Greenland, the sovereign territory of an ally. This is an 

outrageous act. At no point has Trump sought or been granted 

congressional authorization for military actions and even 

asking in this case could still be unhinged. Because this is 

Denmark we're talking about. Denmark. Although Trump sells 

himself as a peace president who keeps America out of 
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unnecessary foreign conflicts so we can focus on providing 

for our communities, the reality of this administration has 

been marked by needless provocation, alienation of our 

allies, and continued escalating insanity. It's not just the 

cost of Trump's… it's not just that the cost of Trump's 

military operations in Venezuela could fund SNAP benefits for 

more than 300,000 Americans and the money has been… has 

publicly committed to unlawfully invading Greenland could 

cover the cost of the Affordable Care Act subsidies he let 

expire. It's not just that they could do both with billions 

of dollars left over to continue to fund needed health care 

and welfare programs for our constituents. It's that these 

actions are by themselves fundamentally out of step with who 

we are and what we stand for. That's why I'm… I am proposing 

this resolution to reject and condemn Trump's effort to 

acquire territories entitled overseas while leaving work 

families at home to foot the bill. Congress must step in and 

provide the constitutional oversight necessary to hold Trump 

accountable to the American people, preserve our longstanding 

alliances, and prevent our global standing from being further 

diminished. Thank you, and I urge an 'aye' vote." 

Speaker Morgan:  "For further discussion on this resolution, Leader 

Keicher is recognized." 

Keicher:  "Thank you, Speaker. To the resolution." 

Speaker Morgan:  "To the resolution." 

Keicher:  "Thank you, sir. I'd like to share a couple quick stories 

on this issue, and it really stems from my surprise of the 

reception from progressive communities at… at the plight of 

the Venezuelan people and what they've had to endure. I have 
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dear friends from Venezuela, Vadri, her father, Gustavo, her 

sister, mother. Sitting at their kitchen table and listening 

to the plight of the people in Venezuela over the course of 

the last 20 years, 'cause this isn't new, the devastation 

that's been wrought on their communities. The idea that people 

had to flee to protect their families and flee at such a level 

that we haven't seen before. In 2022, in the height of the 

Biden border crisis, we had a situation where we were having 

many Venezuelans that were bused up from the Texas border to 

stay in and around Chicago. Now, at the time, I was serving 

as the spokesperson on the House Immigration Committee, and 

I took that seriously. The border crisis had been ongoing for 

a couple of years at that point, and I thought it was 

incumbent upon me as the spokesperson to hear firsthand from 

the people that we were housing, supporting, and giving 

schooling to their children. I reached out to the Governor's 

Office and HFS, and I received an odd response when I did 

that. I said, 'Hey, I'd love to sit down and talk with some 

of the Venezuelans and just hear their stories, to hear 

directly from them what they're encountering and what their 

journey looked like.' There was an awkward pause. There was 

a, what's this Republican trying to pull here? What's he going 

to do? I think those of you who know me know that it came out 

of a place of sincere curiosity and wanting to know more 

information about the plight. So, they said they'd get back 

to me. And a few weeks later, they called, and they said, 

'We've got something arranged. Representative Keicher, I've 

got to tell you, you are the first legislator that's reached 

out to us in the 18 months we've been doing this to visit 
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with any of the folks that have been bussed up.' So, I see 

crocodile tears, I hear stories about plights of people, but 

I don't see action, which concerns me that this has nothing 

to do with the people but the politics. We have seen an end 

to Maduro's dictatorial regime and his ability to have a 

personal bank account on the backs of those Venezuelans who 

are still in the country to fight for their freedom. We've 

seen relief from humanitarian and economic devastation, and 

that will continue. The work that this administration has 

done to lay a groundwork for them to be self-sustaining is 

predicated on the mistakes we made in Iraq, predicated on the 

idea that the people in place should govern their own 

transition, creating a country that welcomes people back into 

their arms instead of chasing them away because they couldn't 

make it. Now, the stories that I heard at that hotel, I 

especially remember a… a young husband and wife talked about 

their weeks-long journey through the jungles and through the 

mountains, threatened and attacked by nefarious characters 

nearly every night. Now, we can talk at length about how 

messed up our immigration system is. I think it's important 

in that discussion to talk about the bipartisan solution that 

was just a handful of votes in 2011, from the work of 

Representative Paul Ryan and Luis Gutiérrez. There was a 

solution. Democrats led at the national level and punted the 

ball, not wanting to solve immigration going forward. Like 

the prior issue with the ACA that we talked about, this is a 

preventable disaster and situation that we could have long 

ago resolved. Democrats in Washington decided not to do that. 

So, while I understand the angst, we need to lift up, be proud 
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of those freedom-seeking people in Venezuela, in Cuba, in 

Iran that are yearning for what we have so badly that they 

leave everything behind to come here. And thank God for a 

president who's willing to stand up and fight not only for us 

but for those unfortunate souls who need that help so bad. I 

would encourage a 'no' vote on the resolution." 

Speaker Morgan:  "For further discussion on the resolution, 

Representative Didech is recognized." 

Didech:  "To… to the resolution." 

Speaker Morgan:  "To the resolution." 

Didech:  "Thank you, Mr. Speaker. In 2024, Donald Trump said that 

he would make life more affordable for families. On that, he 

has failed. He said he would make our communities safer. On 

that, he has also failed. What he didn't say, or at least I 

don't remember hearing him say this, is that he would use 

taxpayer dollars to purchase the island of Greenland. The 

price to U.S. taxpayers to acquire Greenland is estimated at 

$700 billion, $700 billion. Now, that amount of money would 

cover the cost of the Affordable Care Act subsidies that Trump 

has allowed to expire and the cost of the state child care 

funding that he froze. And there would still be hundreds of 

billions of dollars left over. Now, why… why would he decide 

that he wants to purchase Greenland? Well, he says that it's 

necessary for our national security, our national security. 

It's a weird thing to say when the U.S. military already has 

virtually unfettered access to Greenland for our natural… 

national defense, and we have since the year 1951. On April 

27, 1951, an agreement was signed between the United States 

and the Kingdom of Denmark that says the government of the 
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United States of America, without compensation to the 

government of the Kingdom of Denmark, may use such defense 

area in cooperation with the Kingdom of Denmark for the 

defense of Greenland and the rest of the North Atlantic Treaty 

Area, including the United States. So, let me get this 

straight. Under Donald Trump, health care is getting more 

expensive, rural hospitals are closing, day cares are at risk 

of closing, and parents are at risk of losing their jobs. And 

for what? So, we can spend $700 billion on something we 

already get for free. This is the guy who wrote 'The Art of 

the Deal.' It's the worst deal I've ever seen, and families 

in Illinois will pay the price. I urge an 'aye' vote." 

Speaker Morgan:  "For further discussion on this resolution, Leader 

Cabello is recognized." 

Cabello:  "Thank you, Mr. Speaker. I move the previous question." 

Speaker Morgan:  "We're going to move to Representative Norma 

Hernandez to close." 

Hernandez, N.:  "Thank you, Speaker. I'd like to end with the 

reality that I understand the pain that the individuals in 

Venezuela are experiencing, but there is a reality that you 

cannot end corruption with corruption. The Trump 

administration represents corruption. And I encourage my 

colleagues on the other side of the aisle to do a little bit 

more research that's not just Fox News, real, factual research 

that talks about the violence inflicted to Latin America from 

the U.S. that has created the conditions for migration to… to 

happen from the very beginning. Because the U.S. has been 

causing so much damage to so many countries in Latin America, 

which is why we have the migration patterns that we have now. 
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I don't think people just want to leave for the sake of 

leaving. They are forced to leave. And the U.S. has a big 

part with their violence and colonialism to why we are where 

we are at now. So, I encourage my colleagues to do a little 

bit more research, get out of your Fox News bubble, and really 

understand the conflict, not just in Venezuela but in other 

countries across the globe. I urge an 'aye' vote." 

Speaker Morgan:  "Representative Norma Hernandez moves for the 

adoption of House Resolution 624. All in favor vote 'aye'; 

all opposed vote 'nay.' The voting is open. Have all voted 

who wish? Have all voted who wish? Have all voted who wish? 

Mr. Clerk, take the record. On this question, there are 68 

'ayes,' 32 'nays,' 0 voting 'present.' And this resolution, 

having received a constitutional majority, is hereby adopted. 

Mr. Clerk, Agreed Resolutions." 

Clerk Hollman:  "Agreed Resolutions. House Resolutions 615, 

offered by Representative Meyers-Martin. And House Resolution 

616, offered by Speaker Welch." 

Speaker Morgan:  "Leader Gabel moves for the adoption of the Agreed 

Resolutions. All those in favor say 'aye'; all those opposed 

say 'nay.' In the opinion of the Chair, the 'ayes' have it. 

And the Agreed Resolutions are adopted. And now, allowing 

perfunctory time for the clerk, Leader Gabel moves that the 

House stand adjourned until Thursday, January 22, at the hour 

of 10 a.m. All those in favor say 'aye'; all those opposed 

say 'nay.' In the opinion of the Chair, the 'ayes' have it. 

And the House stands adjourned." 

Clerk Hollman:  "House Perfunctory Session will come to order. 

Introduction of Resolutions. House Resolution 617, offered by 
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Representative LaPointe, is referred to the Rules Committee. 

There being no further business, the House Perfunctory 

Session will stand adjourned." 


